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PAUL K. COUSINO CHAPTER NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY

2019-2020 Service Hour Guidelines & Member Requirements
Service Hours 

· Fill out your service hour sheet completely with description & location of service, sponsor, phone number.
· Students or your parent cannot sign off hours unless you have permission from the advisors.

· You are required to have ten (10) hours each quarter and summer vacation.
· Two (2) Adopt-a-Streets every year, Spring/Summer or Summer/Fall.
· FOUR (4) NHS Tutoring Sessions every year, one each quarter.
· At least two (2) service hours each quarter must be associated with NHS agenda events.
· No more than four (4) hours from the same activity can count towards the 10 required hours.  Additional hours

                      beyond 4 will count towards Above & Beyond Hours.  Ex. CHS registration, conferences.
· If you volunteer for an activity and later find out you will be unable to volunteer, it is your responsibility to find a

                      substitute for the activity.  Do not leave the organization stranded, they are counting on you.
· Service hours must be through an organization, school, non-profit group or NHS approved activity.
· Rollover Hours- Hours that are more than two weeks from the due date for the quarter ending and the next quarter
       beginning can be counted for either quarter.  Service Hours beyond the two weeks of “Rollover Hours” cannot be   

       carried over from a previous quarter.
Activities Not Allowed for Service Hours:

· Work or Sports teams (effective 12-13 school year)
· Activities that give monetary compensation 
· Service for relatives, neighbors, family friends (such as mowing the lawn, babysitting, etc.)
· Double counting hours that were required another class or organization. Ex. Leadership, WCSPA, CPC, a club, sports team volunteering, etc.
Service Hour Sheets

· Must be turned in each quarter no later than 2:45pm time for the date given, in the main office.
· Must have signatures for all hours, if you forget your sheet have the supervisor at the event write a note to verify
       with the event, date, hours, signature.
· If you cannot track down a signature, contact the advisors ahead of the due date instead of getting an infraction for

                      incomplete service.

       Volunteer Attire

· Attire must follow school dress code.  Present a clean and tidy appearance to represent our organization. 
· Informal Events- nice pants or jeans (no rips, holes), gym shoes, NHS shirt.  

· Formal Events- dress pants, sweater, collar shirt (tie optional), practical dress shoes, finger-tip length shirt or dress, nice blouse or top (straps 2”- 3” wide or wear a sweater).  NO gym shoes, no jeans, no shorts.
Mandatory Events

· All members must attend all monthly meetings, participate in service hour requirements, and New    

       Member Induction, unless excused.  Plan ahead!

· If you cannot attend a meeting or a mandatory event contact your advisors through email, phone call, or typed   

    note. Advanced notice is appreciated!
 

· jrivera@wcskids.net  586-574-2700 x 14215     trubey@wcskids.net 586-574-3100 x12204

-Member Requirements-
All members are expected to maintain high standards in the areas of Scholarship, Character, Leadership and Service as they are the pillars of the National Honor Society.  Failure to uphold these standards will result in the issuance of an infraction form and in severe circumstances, revocation of membership.

Attendance- Members must attend mandatory NHS events, such as monthly meetings, the Adopt-a-Street project, NHS Tutoring Sessions, Induction, etc.  Officers & Trustees must attend and participate in monthly board meetings. 

Meeting are generally held the 2nd Tuesday of every month at 6:30 AM. Any member who does not attend a meeting will be issued a warning. This also applies to officer meetings.

If you are absent from a meeting for any reason you need to email the advisor to inform them of the absence.  Advanced notice is appreciated.  School activities and illness are valid excused absences when notice is given.

        jrivera@wcskids.net  586-574-2700 x 14215     trubey@wcskids.net 586-574-3100 x12204
Character- Whether you are in the classroom, athletic field, hallway or in the community, your character must represent the ideals of the National Honor Society.  Your integrity as a person is reflected as a member of our organization.  Please be certain to conduct yourself in a civilized manner, maintain self-control, use appropriate language, wear appropriate clothing, follow school rules, etc that show self-respect.  Your appearance at service events should reflect that of a leader and a role-model to others who can be trusted with responsibilities.

Leadership- Members are expected to be leaders at Cousino High School and in the community.  In the classroom, members should rise above negative peer pressure, participate in class activities, complete all assignments, set a good example for their classmates.  Members should seek out leadership opportunities in other organizations to enhance their skills.  

Scholarship- All members must maintain a GPA of 3.50 or better. If a member falls below this average, he/she will receive a written warning. (Because GPA’s are only computed at the end of each semester, a member is given a semester to bring their GPA back up to 3.50 or better.  Scholarship includes the maintaining academic integrity when submitting assignments and taking any type of test.  Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.

Service- The criterion for service is defined in means of performance. Your performance at community service events not only reflects you as an individual but on our entire chapter and high school.  Your best behavior, manners, communication skills and personal integrity are mandatory.  Every member is required to have 50 hours of service per school year.  Service forms are available on the Cousino & NHS website and from advisors.  A physical copy of the service hour form with all completed information must be turned at the end of each marking period.

Infractions- Failure to meet these minimum requirements will result in an infraction.  If you feel you received this in error, contact the advisors immediately with your reasoning.

· An infraction notice will be served for any of the above requirements that are not fulfilled.
· The first infraction notice is a warning.  The second infraction is a notice of probation.  If you receive two or more infractions for the school year, your membership will be in jeopardy. Infractions are given for missed meetings, missing or incomplete hours and poor character, scholarship, leadership, service.
· If your membership is revoked you cannot be re-admitted for membership at a later time.
Revocation of Membership- Members will be dismissed from NHS if they accumulate two or more infraction forms in the same category such as two unexcused absences from monthly meetings.  If membership is revoked, the member is dismissed permanently from the Paul K. Cousino Chapter of the National Honor Society and will be unable to apply for membership in the future.

Appealing Revocation of Membership- Members have the right to appeal the revocation of their membership and must do so in a timely manner and within one week of the revocation notice.  This appeal consists of the member writing an appeal to the NHS Faculty Council as to why they feel they should maintain membership.  Specific events and details should be documented explaining their rationale and why their membership should be reinstated.  The five member NHS Faculty Council and NHS Advisors will review the appeal and ask for the member to be present as needed.  The decision from the NHS Faculty Council will be upheld.
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