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   CONGRATULATIONS!
On behalf of the members of the 

Paul K. Cousino Chapter 
of the National Honor Society and Faculty Council. 
We cordially invite you to apply to become a member of our prestigious organization.  
This invitation comes in recognition of your cumulative grade point average of 3.5 or above.
Please, give thoughtful consideration to your decision to apply.  The National Honor Society is a community service based organization.  In order for our high school to maintain a chapter, all members are required to complete minimum service hours per school year and participate in school and community service projects.  While maintaining a strong academic GPA is an important requirement, this is not the primary focus of our organization.  In order to be eligible for membership or to maintain membership, a minimum of a cumulative 3.5 GPA is required. Applicants are encouraged to review our chapter membership requirements on our website as well as the pillars of NHS. https://www.nhs.us/utility/about-us.  
You will be required to write a personal statement essay as well as a summary of your academic awards, leadership experience and community service experience.  When completing this part of the application, use valid and honest examples of your service and leadership experiences that are truly representative of your CHARACTER.  Providing false documentation or an essay not written by you does not represent the four pillars of NHS, nor an ideal member for our organization.

The Character Evaluation Forms packet can be picked up from the Main Office.  These are to be given to five WCS Teachers that have taught you during the current school year. Fill out your name and application number on the forms, then give the forms to your teachers immediately so they can give a proper evaluation.
The application will need to be printed and can be found on the Cousino NHS website
 http://nhscousino.weebly.com/application.html   You may type your application information into the Word Document or print it off and neatly handwrite the information.

If after carefully reading over the application packet you have any questions regarding the application, please contact:

Mrs. Trubey, Advisor

trubey@wcskids.net       586-574-3100 x12204
Mrs. Kay-Rivera, Advisor  
jrivera@wcskids.net   
586-574-3100 x14215
All parts of the application are DUE no later than
Tuesday, March 31, 2020 at 2:45PM in the
 National Honor Society Box in the Main Office.
Application Process- Tips for Success
Please note that the submitted application forms, with your name removed, will provide the only information that the five (5) members of the NHS Faculty Council will know about you.  The Council does not meet to discuss you, but only to review what is presented on the forms.  You will want to present yourself in the best way possible. The following are some suggestions to present yourself in the most positive manner to the NHS Faculty Council:

· Use the grid space provided on the application to list your most relevant activities and awards, making certain to include the dates of participation.  Do not exceed the space listed.  All items on the application must be from the Fall of your ninth grade year through present grade.  Items from elementary and middle school are invalid for this application.  
· Helping neighbors or family (such as babysitting or yardwork) does not count as a volunteer activity.  If this was part of an organization’s event, child care, yardwork, etc. will be accepted.
· Print a copy of the membership application forms to use as a rough draft to organize your thoughts, then create your final draft for submission.   Applications are available at  http://nhscousino.weebly.com/application.html 
· Be sure to read all directions very carefully. You are encouraged to have someone proofread your application prior to submission to ensure that it is legible, meeting all criteria and is clear to understand.
· Include your applicant number on all pages of your application including the character forms. This number represents your name so that your application is scored without bias.  Your applicant number is on the envelope label and invitation.
· Each application will be scored using a rubric and a vote by the Faculty Council to determine your membership.  Not all applicants will be invited to join the National Honor Society.  A student may apply again, if eligible, during the next school year.  Invitations are extended to eligible tenth and eleventh grade students in the Spring with a cumulative 3.5 GPA.
· In your application, the variety and depth of your commitment and involvement in SERVICE AND LEADERSHIP in School and Community activities should be evident.  It is important to demonstrate both SERVICE and LEADERSHIP in the CURRENT school year including the summer prior to the start of this school year.  This shows diversity in your experiences, abilities and contributions as well as your potential commitment to our community service based group.
· Maintain a strong grade point average (GPA).  All applicants have already met academic eligibility criteria
     (cumulative 3.5 GPA).  Having a 4.0GPA does not have any more bearing for membership consideration than a 3.5GPA.      

     GPA ranking WILL NOT be used to determine membership acceptance.
· Your CHARACTER will be evaluated by school faculty on the Character Evaluation Form, not just members of the NHS Faculty Council.  Your character during class demonstrates your ability to take an active role in class, serve as a role model to your peers and should reflect excellent academic behavior as well as academic honesty.  If you are a student at CPC, MMSTC or WCSPA, no more than 2 teachers from the program can complete evaluations.  The other 3 evaluations must be completed by Cousino H.S. teachers.

· Be sure to complete the Personal Statement using proper sentence structure and grammar; avoid slang.  This is the most important part of your application.  Read the prompt carefully. Write based on your own experiences as related to the prompt and elaborate on your experience with clear and personal examples.  This essay must be written by you, however, you may have someone proofread it.  
· Review your application before submitting to be sure that all sections are complete.  Take time to NEATLY prepare the final copy of these forms in dark blue or black ink or a typed document.  Your application will not be returned to you, make a copy if you feel this is necessary.
· SUBMIT YOUR APPLICATION BEFORE THE DEADLINE!!  Late applications will not be accepted for any reason.               It is recommended to submit your application early, plan accordingly.
PAUL K. COUSINO CHAPTER


NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY








